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20 June 1995

William F Caton
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554 USA
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Re: Reply Comments in 2 GHz Band Allocation Proceeding (ET Dock.et No. 95-18)

Dear Mr. Caton:

JnrroductiOI1

I am submitting this letter as Chief Executive Officer of, and on behalf of, I-CO Global
Communications Limited, an English company that will be known to many participants in this
p(Qceeding as the "affiliate" created by the International Mobile Satellite Organization (Inmarsat) to
establish a satellite system in intermediate circular orbit to provide global personal communications
services, then referred to as Inmarsat-P ~rvices.

On 21 February, I sent a letter to Scott Harris, Chief of your International Bureau, to notify the
Commission of I-CD's plans to use the 2 GH% bands for its service links and our desire to provide
such services in the United States market. In his reply dated 23 May, Mr. Harris confirmed that he
had caused my letter to be incorporated in the record of this proceeding. Please lreat this new letter
as a reply comment and also include it in the record. We are making arrangements to have copies
served on all parties of record

Background

'Before I state our views about some of the issues in this proceeding, I want to provide th~ following
relevant background information

First, when the United States Party supported the creation of the affiliate at the Inmarsat Assembly
last December, Ambassador Vonya McCann, U.S. Coordinator and Deputy Assistant Secretary,
Bureau of Economic ad Businesg Affairs, Department of State, stated for the record that "the United
States welcomes the competition that will be offered by Inmarsat P services and will work to assure
that these servlces can be provided under fair and open competitive conditions to persons in the U.S."
r assume that the record of that Assembly meeting is available in the Commission. .
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Second, as I indicated in my earlier letter to Mr Harris: "Selection of the 2 GHz bands for the
[Inmarsat-PI MSS service links was, in part, based on discussions with Ambassador Ian Baran,
Chairman of the US delegation, and with other US government officials during the WARC-92 in
Torretnelinos, Spain. It was suggested that, in view of the heavy demand for the 1.612.4 GHz for
the US big LEO systems, Inmarsat should consider using the 2 GHz bands for its future handheld
satellite sy stem. It

Vl~WS About the Issues

I-CO is aware that COMSAT Mobile Communications has proposed an alternative plan for band
sharing that would mitigate the need for relocation of terrestrial services as well as avoiding any
mutual incompatibility among satellite !»'stems that might otherwise lead to auctions of the spectrum.
While I-CO has not yet independently analyzed the possible impact of that alternative plan on the
I-CO system, we encourage the Commission to explore such an alternative. If there is a technical
fornm in which interested parties nave been invited to join in this effort, we would like to panicipate.

The big LEO systems that have already been licensed by the Commission to use 1.6/2.4 GHz ag their
primary spectrum for these services received that spectrum without any relocation cost reimbursement
obligation and without any auction. In the interest of competitive fairness, any new entrants into the
US market who require use of 2 GHz as their primary spectnlln for the same kinds of services should
receive it on tenns and conditions similar (0 those applicable (0 the original licensees. If massive
new spectrum costs were imposed on such new entrants, it would be impossible fOT them to compete.

Thank you very much for facilitating con8ideration of these views in this proceeding.

/

Copies: Scott Harris (by hand)
All Commissioners (by hand)
All parties of record (by mail)
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Chairman Reed E. Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington. DC. 20554

Commissioner Rachelle B. Chong
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street. N .. W .. Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner James H. Quello
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street. N.W ... Room S02
Washington. D.C. 20554

Commissioner Andrew C. Barrett
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N. W .. Room ~Q6

Washington. D.C. 20554

Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 832
Washington .. D.C. 20554

Karen Brinkmann, Special .A.ssistant
Office of the Chairman
191 9 M Street. N. W ., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Scott Blake Harris, Chief
International Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N. W., Room 800, Stop Code 0800
Washington, D.C. 20554

Richard Smith, Chief
Office of Engineering & Technology
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, N. W .. Room 480
Washington. D.C. 20554



Thomas C. Tycz, Chief
Satellite & Radio Communication Division.
International Bureau
Federal Communications CommisslOn
2000 M Street, N.W .. Room 800. SC-0800B
Washington. D.C. 20554

Cecily C. Holiday, Deputy ChIef
Satellie and Radiocommunication Division.
International Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street. N.W .. Rm 800. SC-0800B
Washington. D.C 20554

Fern J. Jarmulnek, Chief
Satellie Radio Branch International Bureau,
Federal Communications Commission. SC-0800B
2000 M Street. N. W .. Room 800
Washington. D.C. 20554

Michael D. Kennedy
Stual1 E. Overby
Barry Lambergman
Motorola, Inc.
t350 I Street. N.W.
Washington. D.C. 20005

Philip L. Malet
Alfred Mamlet
Pantelis Michalopolous
Miguel S. Lawson
Pamela Straus
Steptoe & Johnson
1330 Connecticut Avenue. N W.
Washington. D.C. 20036

Jeffrey L. Sheldon
Thomas E. Goode
UTe
I 140 Connecticut Avenue. N W.. Suite 1140
Washington. D.C. 20036

2



Victor Tawil
Vice President and Chief Engmeer
Association for Maximum Service Television
1776 Massachusetts Avenue. !\ W . Suite 300
Washington, D.C. 20036

Jonathan D. Blake
Ronald J. Krotoszynski. Jr
Ellen P. Goodman
Covington & Burling
PO Box 7566
Washington. D. C . 20044

John S. Hannon, Jr.
Naney J. Thompson
COMSAT Mobile Communications
22300 COMSAT Drive
C':larksburg, Maryland 20871

Gerald E. Oberst, Jr.
Jacqueline P. Cleary
Hogan & Hartson L.L.P.
555 13th Street. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004

Robert A. Mazer
Rosenman & Colin
1300 19th Street. N.W , Suite 200
Washington. D.C. 20005

Philtp V. Otero
Alexander P. Humphrey
GE American Communications, Inc.
1750 Old Meadow Road
McLean, Virginia 22101

Candace Johnson
James G. Ennis
F. Thomas Tuttle, Esq
Sallye A. Clark
Iridium, Inc.
1401 H Street, N.W., 8th Fh,or
Washington, D.C. 20005
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John F. X. Browne
President
Association of Federal Communications Consulting Engineers
1300 L Street, N. W., Suite llOO
Washington, DC. 20005

Robert M. Gurss
Wilkes, Artis, Hedrick & Lane, Chartered
1666 K Street, N. W., Suite 1100
Washington, D.C. 20006

Thomas J. Casey
Marc S. Martin
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom
1440 New York Avenue, N W
Washington, D.C. 20005

Christopher D. Imlay
Booth, Freret & Imlay
1233 20th Street, Suite 204
Washington. D.C. 20036

fhomas J. Keller
Sari Zimmerman
Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard, McPherson and Hand, Chartered
901 15th Street, N.W., Suite 700
Washmgton .. D.C. 20005

Fatih Yurdal
ChaIrman
CEPT-JPT ERCIECTRA MSS
General Directorate of Radiocommunications
Telsiz Genel Miidiirliigii
06510 .. Emek/ANKARA
TURKEY

Wayne Watts
Bruce E. Beard
Southwestern Bell Mobile Systems, Inc.
17330 Preston Road, Suite lOOA
Dallas, Texas 75252
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David C. Jatlow
Young & Jatlow
2300 N Street, N. W., Suite 600
Washington, D.c. 20037

John T. Scott. III
William D. Wallace
Crowell & Moring
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, '\J W
Washington. D.c. 20004

LeslIe A. Taylor
Leslie Taylor Associates
6800 Carlynn Court
Bethesda. Maryland 20817

Nonnan P. Leventhal
Raul R. Rodriguez
Stephen D. Baruch
Walter P Jacob
Leventhal, Senter & Lerman
2000 K Street, N. W., Suite 600
\Vashington. D .. c. 20006

Tom W. Davidson
Jennifer A. Manner
Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld, L.L.P.
1333 New Hampshire Avenue. N.W , Suite 400
Washington, D.c. 20036

Bruce D. Jacobs
Glenn S. Richards
Gregory L. Masters
Guv T. Christiansen
Fisher Wayland Cooper Leader & Zaragoza, L.L.P.
2001 Pennsylvania Avenue. N W. Suite 400
Washington, D.c. 20006

Lon C. Levin
Personal Communications Satellite Corporation
10802 Parkridge Boulevard
Reston. Virginia 22091
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William B. Barfield
Jim O. Llewellyn
BellSouth Corporation
1155 Peachtree Street, N.E.
Atlanta. Georgia 30309-3610

Charles P. Featherstun
David G. Richards
BellSouth Corporation
1133 21st Street, N.W., Suite 900
Washington. D. C. 20036

fern B.~atoli

Fleischman and Walsh, L.L P.
1400 Sixteenth Street, N W
Washington, D.C. 20036
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